
The United States Hockey League will hold the first-
ever USHL Combines this spring at the Arctic Ice 
Arena, in Orland Park, Illinois. During the months 
prior to the Combines, interested players are 
encouraged to fill out an online questionnaire at 
http://ushl.com/combine-form to insure USHL Player 
Development is aware of your interest in attending. 
Players who are invited to participate in the Combines 
will have been pre-screened and scouted by USHL 
Player Development staff. Participating players will have 
the opportunity to showcase their skills while playing in 
a minimum of four (4) games in front of USHL coaches 
and scouts, as well as NCAA coaches. Invitees will also 
be subjected to off-ice physical and cognitive testing. 
The top performers will advance to a fifth game held 
on Sunday, the last day of the Combine. For those with 
‘92 and ‘93 birth years, this will be your last opportunity 
to be seen prior to the USHL Entry Draft. For ‘94 birth 
years, this will be your last chance to be seen prior to 
the USHL Futures Draft. For the ‘95 birth years, this is 
your first opportunity to make a statement
in front of all the USHL teams.

For more information on USHL Player Development, 
visit USHL.com and click on Scouting.

1. At the beginning of the 2010-11 season, each USHL team may 
have 23 players on their active roster. These are the actual players 
on the team who will play in the games.

2. May 18, 2010 will mark the first of two drafts that the USHL 
holds each year. This draft is called the “Futures Draft” because 
the players selected in this draft, while eligible, usually will not play 
in the USHL during the 2010-11 season. The 2010 Futures Draft 
restricts teams to selecting players who have a 1994 birth year. 
Each team will draft 5 players in the Futures Draft. These are the 
players each team may keep protected on an Affiliate List through 
the 2010-11 season while these players continue to develop at a 
lower level of hockey during the season.

3. Each year, each USHL team will submit an Initial Protected List 
of veteran players from the previous season, who will make up the 
back of the team.

4. The second and main USHL draft will be held on May 19, 2010. 
This draft is open to players with birthdates ranging from 1990 
to 1995. Teams will fill their roster to a total of 30 players on this 
date, in addition to the 10 they have on their Affiliate List.  The total 
number of players that a team will draft will vary depending on the 
number of returning players they have on the Initial Protected List.  
Typically teams will have 9 returning players, as 14 on average will 
be moving on to the NHL or NCAA Division I hockey. This is an av-
erage, and not a guarantee. Some teams will protect more players 
and some will protect less.

Teams will have their training camps/tryouts in June and July. Teams 
will typically have 60-80 players at their training camps.  30 of the 
players at the camp are returning players or drafted players that 
the team has protected. The remaining 30-50 players are invited 
by the team.

By July 1st, 2010 teams must be down to a 25-man protected 
list from all the players that were at their training camps in June. 
Because the USHL is a relatively small league with only 15 teams, 
and each team only drafts a small number of players relative to 
other leagues, there are plenty of undrafted players who make the 
USHL every year.

5. Teams take their 25-man roster to the USHL's Fall Classic at the 
end of September 2010. The Fall Classic is a pre-season event 
where all of the USHL teams gather in one USHL location to play 
in front of over 100 NHL scouts and all NCAA Division I schools.

6. Right after the Fall Classic and prior to October 1, 2010, each 
team will reduce their roster to 23. These 23 players make up the 
team's active roster for the 2010-11 season.

About The USHL Draft Process

Combine Dates:

Draft Dates:
USHL Futures Draft | May 18, 2010

USHL Entry Draft | May 19, 2010

USHL
COMBINES

‘92 and ‘93 birth years | April 22-25, 2010

‘94 birth years | May 13-16, 2010

‘95 birth years | April 15-18, 2010

It’s not just hockey. 
It’s the USHL.


